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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . The amendments), filed on 03/03/2006, have been entered and made of record. Claims 
10-11 are pending. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments filed 03/03/2006 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

With respect to claim 10, the Applicants asserts that Kinoshita does not disclose the 

claimed feature. Particularly, the Applicant states that, 

"In an image sensing apparatus disclosed in the cited reference Kinoshita, light 
from an object is split in four light beams by a prism and the light beams are 
sensed by four different image sensors that are not arranged on a single plane. The 
first and second image sensing areas thus do not exist on a single plane. This 
structure makes an optical system of the image sensing apparatus larger." 

The Examiner respectfully disagrees. That particular limitation of claim 10 is recited as, 

".. .a single image sensing element having first and second image sensing areas with 

substantially the same size on a single plane." With respect to Kinoshita, the examiner considers 

all of figure 1 as a single imaging element. Figure 1 also illustrates the first imaging area, which 

is DG1, and the second imaging area, which is DG2. Then, as shown in figure 6B, the first and 

second image sensing areas (DG1/DG2) are substantially the same size. The first imaging area 

(DG1) is on a single plane and the second imaging area (DG2) is on a single plane. Please read 

col. 4, lines 12-38; col. 5, lines 10-15. 

3. In response to applicant's argument that the references fail to show certain features of 
applicant's invention, it is noted that the features upon which applicant relies (i.e., first and 
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second image sensing areas existing/arranged on a single plane) are not recited in the rejected 
claim(s). Although the claims are interpreted in light of the specification, limitations from the 
specification are not read into the claims. See In re Van Geuns, 988 F.2d 1 181, 26 
USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. Cir. 1993). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

5. Claims 10-11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Kinoshita et al. 
(U.S. Patent #5,726,709). 

For claim 10, Kinoshita discloses an image sensing apparatus (fig. 1 1) comprising: 
a single image sensing element (fig. 1 , the color separation optical system) having first 
and second image sensing areas (DG1/DG2) with substantially the same size on a single plane 
(col. 4, lines 12-38; col. 5, lines 10-15) - all of fig. 1 illustrates a single imaging element. Fig. 1 
also illustrates the first imaging area, which is DG1, and the second imaging area, which is DG2. 
Then, as shown in fig. 6B, the first and second image sensing areas (DG1/DG2) are substantially 
the same size. The first imaging area (DG1) is on a single plane and the second imaging area 
(DG2) is on a single plane; 

a photographing optical system that respectively forms first and second object images on 
the first and second image sensing areas (col. 4, lines 12-38); and 
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a signal processing device (figs. 1 1/12, refs. 65) that processes an output signal from said 
image sensing element (col. 8, lines 13-47 and col. 9, lines 5-45), 

wherein each of the first and second image sensing areas has a matrix of a plurality of 
pixels arranged at a pitch a in the horizontal direction and a pitch b in the vertical direction on a 
light-receiving surface (col. 5, lines 57-67), the first and second image sensing areas have a 
positional relationship in which the first and second image sensing areas are separated axhxc in 
the horizontal direction horizontally and bxc in the vertical direction (where h is a positive 
integer and c is constant) (col. 6, lines 57-63; col. 7, lines 23-26 and 49-59), said image sensing 
element forms first and second images which are formed to have an identical spectral distribution 
and have substantially the same fields of view (col. 7, lines 3-8), and said signal processing 
device generates a composite image signal based on the first and second images (col. 7, lines 3-8; 
col. 8, line 38-47). Also, please see figs. 1-13 and read col. 6, lines 39-63; col. 7, lines 3-59. 

Please note that in col. 5, lines 57-67, Kinoshita defines the horizontal pixel pitch as 
5.7|im (pitch a) and the vertical pixel pitch as 5.0(im (pitch b). Then in col. 6, lines 57-63 and 
col. 7, lines 23-26, Kinoshita teaches that image sensor DG1 and DG2 are shifted with a vertical 
one pixel pitch ( axhxc , where h = c = 1) and shifted with a half horizontal pixel pitch (bxc , where 
c = 14). Please see figs. 6B and 6C. 

For claim 11, Kinoshita discloses the apparatus wherein said signal processing device 
corrects a change in spacing between the first and second images during processing of an output 
signal, and forms a composite image signal based on the first and second images. Please read col. 
8, lines 13-47 and col. 9, lines 5-45. 
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Conclusion 

6. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Carramah J. Quiett whose telephone number is (571) 272-7316. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00-5:00 M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, NgocYen Vu can be reached on (571) 272-7320. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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May 12, 2006 
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